BIDEN’S INAUGURATION 


Today: Joe Biden, Kamala Harris will be sworn in shortly 
after 9 a.m. For live updates, go to MercuryNews.com 
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HARRIS HONORS FRIENDS 
— AND CHERISHED BIBLE 


‘Kamala continues to stay grounded in her upbringing’ 


-e W 


JIM WILSON — THE NEW YORK TIMES 


Sen. Kamala Harris, who will be sworn in today as vice president, is joined by her husband, Doug Emhoff, in Oakland in 2019. 
Harris is holding her niece Amara Ajagu. 


By Julia Prodis Sulek 


jsulek@bayareanewsgroup.com 


The Shelton family Bible is so 
worn that tape holds the binding 
in place. On a flight this week from 
Oakland to Washington, D.C., San- 
iyyah Smith carried it, safe and 
close, in a burgundy velvet sachet 


with gold tassels. 


This humble, beloved Bible once 
belonged to family matriarch Re- 
gina Shelton — whose name is en- 
graved in gold in the lower right cor- 
ner. Fifty years ago, she took care of 
two little sisters, Kamala and Maya, 
at her home on Bancroft Way in 
Berkeley when their single mother 
worked late. With posters of Fred- 
erick Douglass and Harriet Tub- 
man on the basement walls, Shel- 
ton taught the sisters they could be 


anything they wanted to be. 
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COURTESY OF THE SHELTON FAMILY 


In front of Regina Shelton’s house in Berkeley, Harris carries Shelton’s granddaughter 
Saniyyah Smith with her sister Maya in the summer of 1978. 


Some Boulder Creek, 
Watsonville residents 
forced to evacuate 


Winds reignite hidden embers, 


By Emily DeRuy, Ethan 
Baron and John Woolfolk 
Staff writers 


Fierce winds Tuesday 
kicked up fires near long- 
dormant hot spots of the CZU 
Lightning Complex wildfires 
in the South Bay, launching 
evacuations among weary 
residents still reeling from 
the infernos that burned last 
year. 

In the Santa Cruz Moun- 


least 20 families from their 
homes west of Highway 9 
near Boulder Creek. To the 
south, around 100 families 
were evacuated from their 
homes north of Watsonville 
near Aptos. 

The CZU Lightning Com- 
plex series of wildfires began 
in August, heavily damag- 
ing Big Basin State Park and 
nearly 1,000 homes and tak- 
ing months to bring under 
control. 

“Its hard to believe after 
all this time,” said Cecile Ju- 
liette, a spokeswoman for 
the California Department of 
Forestry and Fire Protection’s 


memories 


RANDY VAZQUEZ — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Sue Glass takes a photo of some brush burning near Castlewood 


State 
passes 
3 million 
cases 


Numbers appear to be going 
down, but newest worry is 
possibility of vaccine shortages 


By Nico Savidge 


nsavidge@bayareanewsgroup.com 


As the United States COVID-19 death 
toll topped the once-unthinkable mark 
of 400,000 lives lost Tuesday, California 
reached a milestone ofits own, surging past 
3 million coronavirus cases as the state en- 
dures one of the worst outbreaks in the coun- 
try. 

There is mounting evidence that the mas- 
sive increase in cases that swamped hospi- 
tals in much of California over 
the past two months is finally 


abating. But any optimism is INSIDE 
tempered by frustration atthe U.S. hits 
slow rollout across the state 400,000 
of the vaccines that will ul- dead from 
timately end the pandemic COVID. A3 


— and the specter of vaccine 
shortages for weeks if not months to come. 
Santa Clara County Health Officer Dr. 
Sara Cody warned the county could run out 
of doses soon. She said her agency and oth- 
ers around the state have been hampered 
by an inconsistent supply, and 21,000 doses 
it received were from a batch of the Mod- 
erna vaccine that state officials have asked 
health agencies not to immediately use as 
they investigate six severe allergic reactions 
VIRUS » PAGES 


Trumps handoff 
to Biden — world 
in utter disarray 


The sheen is off America, and its 
democratic ideals are in tatters 


By Roger Cohen 
The New York Times 


PARIS » Most countries lost patience long 
ago. The erratic outbursts of President Don- 
ald Trump were unacceptable to allies when 
they were not simply insulting. Even rivals 
like China and Russia reeled at the presi- 
dent’s gut-driven policy lurches. Trump said 
in 2016 that America must be “more unpre- 
dictable.” He was true to his word. 

The sudden infatuation with North Ko- 
rea’s Stalinist leader, Kim Jong Un, the 
kowtowing to President Vladimir Putin of 
Russia, the “Chinese virus” obsession, the 
enthusiasm for the fracturing of the Euro- 
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INSIDE 


McConnell: Trump “fed lies” to the crowd 


tains, fire crews evacuated at REIGNITE » PAGES Ranch in Watsonville on Tuesday. that stormed the Capitol. A4 
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Beyond the Bay 


When We Publish Three 2021 Special Sections Featuring New Home Communities on 


MARCH 5 & 7 • MAY 21 & 23 • SEPTEMBER 24 & 26 


For more info, go to NewHomeFinder.news/beyond-the-bay 


Readership will include the entire full run of The Mercury News, 


East Bay Times and Marin Independent Journal. 


Sandy Lek at (925) 847-2135 or 
slek@bayareanewsgroup.com 


